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EUROPE FROM 911 TO 1198

War with
Henry I

of England

The repulse
of the
Emperor
Henry V

spent the last twenty-eight years of his life in captivity in
England. Henry soon restored Normandy to the order it
had enjoyed under his father, and this union of two well-
governed States produced a very serious situation for Louis.
He had missed his opportunity of intervening on Robert's
behalf, and he now attempted to compensate for this by
putting forward the claims of Robert's young son, William
Clito, to the duchy. Henry was therefore treated as a usurper
in Normandy by his suzerain, and he retaliated by taking
possession of Gisors; this fortress was within the Norman
Vexin, but as it commanded the road to Paris it had previously
been agreed that it should be held by a neutral castellan.
This was an act of war, and hostilities opened in 1109. Louis,
successful in 1112 against Theobald of Blois and the coalition
of barons on the domain, could make no headway against
Henry, and in 1113 had to sign a treaty recognising the
English king's suzerainty in Maine and in Brittany. Hostili-
ties were resumed in 1116, and culminated in a pitched battle
at Bremule in 1119, where Louis suffered a severe defeat and
had to fly for his life. He took the occasion of Calixtus IPs
presence at Rheims, where he was holding a council, to appeal
in person to the Pope, reciting the outrages Henry had com-
mitted against his overlord, his ill-treatment of the rightful
duke Robert, and his instigation of the revolt of Theobald of
Blois and other vassals of Louis. Calixtus was in a difficult
position, as he could not afford to offend the victorious king
of England. He went to Gisors, and listened to Henry's
defence, his denial of the charge of ill-treatment of Robert,
and his counter-charges against Louis. He skilfully avoided
taking sides and was able to bring about peace, which was
agreed to in the following year. Yet neither side really kept
the peace; though there was no direct encounter, it was not
until the death of William Clito in 1128 removed Louis' chief
excuse for pressing the struggle that hostilities at last began
to die out.

If there were no pitched battles during these years, there
were other events of at least equal importance. Henry I
induced his son-in-law, the Emperor Henry V, to make an
attack on France from Lorraine. The Emperor was tempted
by the proposal, as it gave him the prospect of acquiring
territory contiguous to the personal domain he was building